
Second Sunday of Advent

Parish Mission Statement
We, the community of St. Mary’s, Manhasset, building on our rich heritage of Catholic faith and tradition, center ourselves 
in the Eucharist and honor God in proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Guided  by the  Holy  Spirit,  we  seek  to  be  the  presence  of  Christ  through  our  liturgical, educational  and  social  ministries. 
We  dedicate  our  time,  talent  and  treasure  to  the service of all as we build the kingdom of God in our world.  
We commit to this mission in the name of Jesus Christ.  
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 Monday, December 8th
  Immaculate Conception of the 
  Blessed Virgin Mary
 Genesis 3:9-15, 20;  Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12
   Luke 1:26-38
  7:00 John E. Shields
  9:00 For the People of the Parish
12:10 Phyllis Iannuzzi
  5:00 Louis J. & John D. Reed
  7:30 Catherine Campbell
Tuesday,  December 9th
Isaiah 40:1-11;  Mattew 18:12-14
  7:00 John E. Shields
  9:00 Salvatore Bonventre
12:00 Doris Buckley
Wednesday,  December 10th
 Isaiah 40:25-31;  Matthew 11:28-30
  7:00 Julian Miller
  9:00 Michael Howard
12:00 Barbara Zinczak
Thursday,  December 11th                                                                                                                                             
Isaiah 41:13-20;  Matthew 11:11-15
  7:00  John E. Shields
  9:00  John Lentini
12:00 Doris Buckley 
 Friday,  December 12th
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Revelation 11:19a;  12:1-6a, 10ab;  
Luke 1:39-47
  7:00  John E. Shields
  9:00  Pedro & Peter Castano
12:00 Doris Buckley
Saturday, December 13th
St. Lucy (Memorial) 
Sirach 48: 1-4, 9-11;  
Matthew 17:9a, 10-13
 8:00  John Peter Misciagna
 5:00  Vincent deVenoge &
       Edward  Abkarian
 Anna & Raymond Nicholson
 George & Claire Mabardi
 Tom Burke
 Sophie Kasinski & Family
Sunday,  December 14th
Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11;  
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24;  John 1:6-8, 19-28  
 7:30 Rev. Msgr. John J. Wiest
  9:00 Jean & Bart Turecamo 
10:30 For the People of the Parish 
12:00 Sara Ponsiglione
 Leslie Anne Kempa
 Edward W. & Elizabeth T.  McAndrew
 Gladys Mulderigg
 Dr. Frank Celenza
  5:00  The Surgala Family   
  

Masses for the Week

Edith Ciniglio
Kathleen Drews
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FEAST OF THE 
IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION
Monday, Dec. 8th

A Holy Day of Obligation

Masses

Monday 7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

12:10 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

A Respect Life Holy Hour will 
follow the 7:30 p.m. Mass

Advent Weekday Masses 
7 a.m.
9 a.m.

12 NOON

Anointing of the Sick
is celebrated on the 

Second Sunday of the Month 
in the

Chapel following the 10:30 a.m. 

Eucharistic Adoration
Thursdays

1 p.m. to 8 p.m.
The Chapel 

Fr. Peter Dugandzic’s Thesis Public Defense

As many of you know, for a little more than two years 
Fr. Peter has lived in Rome working toward a doctorate 
in Moral Theology. 

The most common question many asked during his 
brief visits to St. Mary’s was how long he would take 
to fi nish and return home. Unfortunately, with regard 
to obtaining an advanced degree in Theology, the 
answer to that question tends to be vague in that the 
most that can be said is, “it will be fi nished when it 
is fi nished.”   When  writing  a  dissertation,  there  is 
usually no timetable as the research and writing must be 
complete before a thesis can be scheduled for a public 
defense, which is the fi nal step required to complete 
the degree.

Father  Peter  will  publicly  defend  his  thesis  next 
Saturday,  December 13th at 10:30 a.m. (NY time 4:30 
a.m.) at the Academia Alfonsiana.  The title of the 
dissertation is, A Secular “Faith in Progress” and a 
Catholic Anthropology in the United States with Refer-
ence to Sexual Morality in the Writings of Paul Kurtz 
and Karol Wojtyła/John Paul II.

Following the completion of his public defense, Father 
will return to Long Island in time for Christmas.

Please remember Father Peter in your prayers this 
week.  
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John the Baptist’s call to repentance is echoed in the US bishops’ pastoral letter on stewardship:  
“Christians must beg God for the grace of conversion:  the grace to know who they are, to whom they 

belong, how they are to live - the grace to repent and change and grow, the grace to become good 
disciples and stewards.”  

We are grateful this week for all stewards in our parish who assist others in deepening their 
relationship with Christ through evangelization, catechesis and ongoing formation.

The collection for Sunday, November 30, 2008 amounted to $23,859
Credit Cards amounted to $3,370 totaling $27,229

The collection for Sunday, December 2, 2007 amounted to $27,354
The Children’s collection for Sunday, November 30, 2008 amounted to $12.00

Children’s Time & Talent: homework, helped clean and dust bedroom, do my best to help people in 
need, being kind, drawing, singing, played piano for grandma    

Stewards of God’s Gifts

Reading I:  Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11
A Voice Cries Out  

Reading II: 2 Peter 3:8-14
New Heavens and a New Earth

Gospel: Mark 1:1-8
Make Straight the Paths of the Lord

Theme: 
Prepare the Way of the Lord

Question for Adults:

What habits have I formed that need adjustment in 
order to prepare for Christ’s coming?

Question for Children: 

Readings and Questions for Faith Sharing

Open Tuesdays & Thursdays 
9:30 AM-12 PM

Sundays 9:30 AM-1:30 PM

Unique Religious Gifts & CardS
for every occasion 

not found anywhere else

unique selection of Christmas items, 
cards & advent wreaths

The Gift Shop is located in the Lower 
Level of the Church

All Proceeds Benefit Parish Social Ministry

VISIT
St. Mary’s 

Gift Shop
1300 Northern Blvd.

Manhasset, NY  11030 

If Jesus were coming to my house, how would
I get ready? 
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Adult Faith Formation

Do you have a question for this column? If so drop a note to Jo-Ann Metzdorff at the Parish Offi ce 

This week’s question:  What is Gaudate Sunday? 

Answer to last week’s question:   What is the signifi cance of the Advent 
wreath?  The Advent wreath is a popular Advent tradition that had its begin-
ning among pre-Christian Germanic people.  They would use wreaths with 
lit candles during the dark winter nights as a sign of hope for the coming 
of spring.  Christians adapted this custom as part of their preparation for 
Christmas.  Catholics, Anglicans, Episcopalians and Lutherans all use Advent 
wreaths.  Even though we have an Advent wreath at church, it is not really a 
part of our liturgy, but more of a domestic custom.

The circle of the wreath and the evergreens that are used are a symbol of 
eternal life.  The four candles represent the four Sundays of Advent.  Three 
candles are purple and one is rose.  The progressive lighting of the candles 
symbolizes the expection and hope surrounding our Lord’s fi rst coming into 

Jane Clifford will lead us through an exploration of the stained glass windows and other art work in our church 
that depicts what we believe about our Blessed Mother and inspires Marian devotion and spirituality.

Jane has a MA in Theology from the Seminary of the Immaculate Conception and is the coordinator of our 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion.  A Free Will Offering will be collected to further the Adult Faith 
Formation programs in our parish.  Please register by calling 627-0385.

Did you know?

Picturing Mary at St. Mary’s
Tuesday evening, December 9th 

at 7:30 p.m.
in the Marian Room

CATECHISM EXPRESS

Dec. 15th     The Holy Spirit

Msgr. John J. McCann - presenter

7:40 p.m. - 8:20 p.m.
in the Parish Ministry Center

Listen to and Explore the Music of Christmas
Mr. Frank Carbonara

Part II
December 11th at 7:30 p.m. in the JP II Room
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Rosary Society

ST. MARY’S NATIVITY 
LIGHTING CEREMONY

The  Annual  Blessing  and  Lighting of the Nativity 
display, sponsored by the Knights of Columbus, will be 
held on Saturday, December 13th following the 
5:00 p.m. Mass.  Please make plans to join us for this 
joyous event which will take place on Northern Blvd. 
in front of the church.  Hot chocolate and cookies will 
be provided.  If you have any questions, please call 
John Lokay, Grand Knight, at 516-458-9711.

ADVENT DAY OF PRAYER
DECEMBER 14th, 2008

2 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Msgr James McNamara - Presenter

“Mary:  A Woman Waiting to Embrace Life
  Mary:  A Woman Waiting to let Go of Life”

In the midst of a very busy season, you are invited to 
step into a place of prayer and silence for the great 
feast of the Incarnation.  Our time together will include 
a beautiful Liturgy and a delicious dinner.

COST:  $35
Our Lady of Grace Spiritual Center

29 Shelter Rock Road
Manhasset, NY  11030

Registration is necessary
Please call  516-627-9255

Rosary Society
CENTERING PRAYER
Monday, December 15th

Immediately following the 9 a.m. Mass in the 
Chapel.

Join Sister Maria Regina and spend some time in 
meditative refl ection during the Advent season.

All are welcome to attend.

FAMILY MASS

Are you expecting a baby?

Advent is a time when we wait in joyful hope for the 
coming of our Savior.  What better time to be waiting 
a new addition to your family.  No matter if this is your 
fi rst or your fi fth (or more), we want to celebrate the 
upcoming birth with you on Sunday, December 21st 
at the 9:00 a.m. Family Mass.  At that Mass we will 
have a special blessing for the expectant parents and 
the new blessing for babies in the womb.  Following  
Mass we  will  have  our  Annual  Advent  Hospitality  
in  the Marian Room with good food, crafts, music 
and a surprise visitor!  Please plan to join us.  If you 
can help with baking or set up, please call Diana at 
365-5408. 

The Bread, Wine, and Flowers this week are in
 loving memory of Mary Frances Meed 

from the Peter Stinge Family.
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Religious Education
1 - 8

Faith Formation  

There   will   be   no  classes  on  Monday  evening   December   8th  in  observance  of   The   Feast  of  The 
Immaculate Conception.  The Faith Formation Offi ce will be closed as well.  Don’t forget to attend Mass on 
this day.

Classes have also been canceled on Thursday, December 11th.  However, classes will be held on Tuesday, 
December 9th.  

Wednesday, December 10th:  Echoing  the  Word  will  meet at 10 a.m. in the JPII room.  Our topic will be 
Respecting Human Experience.  God accepts us where we are in our faith life;  we need to do the same for 
one another.

Grade 2 - On Sunday, December 14th there will be a Grade 2 Mass at 9 a.m. in the church.

7th graders preparing for Confi rmation must hand in the workbook - “Called to Witness” on Monday, December 
15th.  It will be collected during class.  Do not hand in separate sheets or ripped out pages.

We welcomed the following into the 
Parish during November, 2008

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Arkwright
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Falco & Family

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Gatzonis & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew LaBenne & Family

Ms. Marcia Leiva
Mrs. Esther Markiewicz

Mr. & Mrs. Steven McGarrity & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Fernando Portuguez

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Royce & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Constantino Sagonas & Family

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Slevin & Family
Miss Jo Ann della  Badia 

WELCOME

Congratulations to the following 
families who celebrated Baptisms

 during November, 2008

Terese Marie
Child of Robert & Jill Harvey

Sophia Beverly
Child of Robert & Mari Shahid

Jack Michael
Child of Kevin & Carissa McBride

Julia Ann Pullo 
Child of Robert & Christina Zagulski

Brianna Mae
Child of Mark & Danielle Hayes

Nicholas Frank
Child of Frank & Abbe Sorbara

g p p g y,
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 Gift of Compassion For Christmas
Patricia Pitta Ph.D., ABPP

I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, declares the Sovereign LORD. I will search for the lost 
and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will 
destroy. I will shepherd the fl ock with justice. Ezekiel 34: 16-17

During these trying times many question, “ How could our fi nancial structure get so out of hand”? From Wall 
St. to Main Street, to the White House we are all puzzled, fraught with concern for the present and future. As 
we all know presents sometimes come wrapped in unattractive wrappings. Are these trying times a gift to make 
us all rethink how we run our lives and what is really important? This is defi nitely a time for all of us to look at 
how we can make this world a less frightful and gentler place. 

How about during the Christmas Season giving each other the gift of compassion and making it a mainstay in 
your life? I know many times you feel your spouse, child, parent or friend “just don’t get it”.  They don’t under-
stand and respond to you with warmth, connectedness and relatedness that makes you feel understood. You at 
times wonder whom are they relating to?  “ It not me”!!  

There are people who are quite sensitive and appear to be born with a relatedness and compassion for others.  
While others appear to be locked in a vacuum where many times their past, genetics or lack of learning and 
experiences leave them without the sense of being able to express their compassion for others. To learn how to 
be compassionate is essential because relationships are most vital to help us deal, survive and thrive particularly 
in our troubling times.

Did you know that underlying our ability to be compassionate is how we regulate emotions?  There is a fi eld of 
study called “Emotional Regulation” that looks at what people do when they begin to feel positive or negative 
emotions. Some people move towards others while some move away.  If you are one of those who move away 
the fi rst step is to stop avoiding dealing with the feelings.  You need to face them and allow yourself to feel 
what you are feeling and then second, express your feelings in a respectful and loving manner to yourself 
and others.  Remember we can’t run away from ourselves indefi nitely. If you are fearful or non trusting in your 
approach then it would be worthwhile to think about how come you are that way?  Is it because of some experi-
ences you had, or maybe your parent or family member acted this way and you learned this approach as a way 
of coping and relating?  Third, it is your choice to decide if you want to change your style. If you want to do 
it, you will.  As the Nike commercial said, “ Do It”. The fourth step is to learn to listen as Jesus listens to you 
with his whole heart. When we listen with all our attention our hearts will be able to feel the other and we can 
then react in a compassionate way. We will also be able to feel our own feelings and become less frightened and 
more assertive with others as well as ourselves.  The fi fth step is to respond from a place of love rather than 
self-protection giving the other your understanding, time and love.  And, sixth, think about compassion 
and decide if you want to learn to be compassionate, or more compassionate to others.  Each person will 
approach becoming compassionate or more so in a different way.  The steps are not the order you may follow 
but the thoughts and actions you need to take are there for the taking and doing.  In our troubled times this could 
be the greatest gift to give to each other in this Christmas season and throughout the coming year. 

Dr. Pitta is a Clinical Psychologist and a Board Certifi ed Family and Marital Psychologist practicing in Manhasset and 
is the chair of the Mental Health Ministry of St. Mary’s.  She is also a professor of psychology at St. John’s University and 
a graduate of the Pastoral Formation Institute of Rockville Centre. 
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Parish Social Ministry

F.O.C.U.S. NEWS
FRIENDS OFFERING CARE UNDERSTANDING AND SUPPORT for SINGLES and WIDOWED

 CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON

Thursday, December 11th, 2008
 at 11:30 a.m.

Manhasset Bay Yacht Club - 405 Main Street, Port Washington, NY
Cost $50 - Cash Bar - Live Music and Entertainment - Christmas Raffl es

                Tables of eight only!  RSVP by December 4th.
 

  THE GIVING TREE and SHARE CHRISTMAS 

We kindly request that all who are participating in the Giving Tree and Share Christmas pro-
grams bring their gifts in by the following dates:

The Giving Tree - Sunday, December 14th
Share Christmas - Monday, December 15th

Please note that for the convenience of all donors, the Parish Social Ministry offi ce will remain open on Monday, 
December 8th until 8:00 p.m.

Checks payable to :  St. Mary’s Church
Attn:  Grace Marra - FOCUS

Checks must be delivered to the Parish Social Ministry Offi ce
NO LATER THAN MONDAY, DECEMBER 8th, 2008

Parish Social Ministry would like to extend a special “Thank you” to the students and 
teachers of St. Mary’s Faith Formation program for assisting Parish Social Ministry 
with many of their projects.  Your time, talents and donations are of immeasurable 
value to the people and families that are the recipients of your good deeds.
                 Christine Sutherland - Coordinator 
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The St. Mary’s CYO Basketball season is in full swing with over 39 teams and 450 boys and girls competing 
on travel basketball, and more than 200 in the intramural program.

The Farrell/Ferraro fi fth grade boy’s team lost a tough game to Holy Family by the score of 16-13.  The teams’ 
tough defense kept the score close.  

The Farrell/Lennor seventh grade boy’s team played two games over the weekend and came away with their 
fi rst win of the season.  After a tough loss to Our Lady of Mercy on Saturday, the team bounced back on Sunday 
and beat St. Raphael by the score of 41-29.

St. Mary’s 4th grade boys coached by P. J. Barry played a great game against St. Kilian.

St. Mary’s 7th grade girls coached by P. J. Barry won 2 games over the weekend to improve to 6 - 1 on the 
season.The girls beat St. William The Abbot on Saturday 29 - 9.  On Sunday, the team beat Long Beach 23-16.  
The team overcame a 10 - 1 halftime defi cit to pull out an exciting win.

St. Mary’s 6th grade girls B basketball team coached by Chris Jones, Charlie Albanese and Carol Anne Ronbeck 
is off to a 5 - 2 start, heading into the Thanksgiving break.  The girls have stepped up a division this year and 
should be very proud of their hard work and effort.

CYO 

St. Mary’s  CYO  Basketball  for  grades 9/10 (Tyro) and 11/12 (Seniors) have  announced  LAST  CHANCE 
signups for the season.  The season starts in January and your last chance to sign up is by THIS SUNDAY, 
December 7th.

Signup forms are available at the Parish offi ce or at Manhasset Sporting Goods at 580 Plandome Road.

If you DO NOT signup by this Sunday, December 7, you will not be able to play.

ST. MARY’S 
CYO VOLLEYBALL REGISTRATION

This week begins CYO Volleyball registration for grades 5 - 12.  Please stop by 
the Parish Offi  ce or Manhasset Sporting Goods to pick up a registration form.  

Forms will also be available at all local schools.  The season begins on February 7th, with a 10 game 
schedule and playoff s ending on April 26th, 2009.  If you are interested in coaching a team, please 
call Bonnee at 627-0385, ext 1008.



www.stmary.ws December 7, 2008

Please join us for a half hour or an hour.

Please join our nation in honor of our Blessed 
Mother and adoration of Christ as we meditate, 
pray part of the rosary, say other prayers, and 
sing some hymns for all your intentions.  We will 
also pray for unborn babies, and their mothers’ 
and fathers’ private intentions, and world peace, 
the economy, and for a halt to the over 3,500 
abortions still being performed each day.

Our Lady of Guadalupe (Dec. 12th), honored in
one of our church’s stained glass windows, is 
being called upon in this special need of the 
unborn since it is reported that she appeared to
Juan Diego on the morning of Dec. 9, 1531,
wearing a maternity mantle.

As proof that it was she, it is reported she gave
him red roses - alive and beautiful - in the middle
of winter and she gifted him with an image of
herself in his tilma!  She is also known as the 
Patron Saint of the unborn.

Respect Life Committee
Church of St. Mary - Manhasset

For information - 627-0269 or 627-5407

NATIONAL NIGHT OF PRAYER
FOR LIFE

For the 19th year, please join the
RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE and 

     country in a special time of national 
prayer and adoration!!

MONDAY, DEC. 8th, 2008
immediately following the

7:30 p.m. Mass in the Church
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Youth Ministry  

   "Recognizing each person as “my brother and sister” helps us love each other with 
God’s own tender love.”

The  Missionaries  of  Charity  wrote a heartfelt note of thanks to the teens and  parents of St. Mary’s Youth 
Ministry  who  gave so generously of their  time and  talents to provide Thanksgiving  meals  for  the  poorest 
families in the South Bronx.  We will be remembered in a special way through the daily Advent devotions of 
the sisters there.

Youth Ministry will meet in the Marian Room tonight from 5:45 until 7 p.m.  We will be choosing roles for 
Advent  Lessons  and  Carols, scheduled for Dec. 21st.  The  topic  this  evening, the  Eve  of  the  Immaculate 
Conception, will be Mary, the Mother of Jesus. 

   LESSONS AND CAROLS

On Sunday, December 21st at 7:30 p.m. St. Mary’s 
Adult choir, Children’s choir and Youth Group will 
offer a Lessons and Carols service in the church.  All 
are welcome.

PURGATORIAL SOCIETY         
DECEMBER 2008

   Rosaria Music     Bridget Morrissey
   Theresa Sonnet    Joseph Policano
   Bob Breslin     Luigi Spucces
   Ann Sama     Lowell Metternich
   George C. Catallo, Jr.    Edward Abkarian
   John A. Adamo, Sr.    Edith Ciniglio
   Edward W. & Elizabeth T. McAndrew
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ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE  
December 8th - 14th

Monday,  December 8th
 7 a.m.  Tim Hannan
 9 a.m.  Chloe Murphy & Maggie Duvnjak
12:10 p.m. Eliana Enriquez & Dominick DeLucia
 5 p.m.  Katherine Coccarelli, Coleen Keating  
  & Nicole LaBruna
 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday,  December 9th
 7 a.m  Daniel McGorry & Michael Signorelli
 9 a.m.  Josette Marino & Toni Sanserverino
12 p.m.  Kristen Elliot & Lillian Kennedy

Wednesday,  December 10th
 7 a.m.  Will Charbonneau & Eddie Lennon
 9 a.m.             Eamon Scaring & Andrew Torpe
12 p.m. Eliana Enriquez & Costanza Gomez
 
Thursday,  December 11th
 7 a.m.  Juliana Baydar & Tina Pavlovich
 9 a.m.  Maggie Duvnjak & Chloe Murphy
12 p.m.  Alison Ferraris & Jennifer Kiggins 

Friday,  December12th
 7 a.m.  Caitlin & Cheyenne Begley 
 9 a.m.  John Stevenson & Caitlin Vanderberg
12 p.m.  Tara Ferraris & Mary Heaney

Saturday,  December 13th
8 a.m.  Vincent Caliendo & Dominick DeLucia
5 p.m.  Donal & Katie O’Sullivan, Josette  
  Marino & Toni Sanserverino 

Sunday,  December 14th
7:30 a.m Matt & Owen Welsh, Eamon Scaring  
  & Andrew Torpe 
9:00 a.m. Maggie Duvnjak, Chloe Murphy,  
  Katherine Sheehan & Shannon Stanchio
10:30 a.m. Emmet O’Connell, Matt Torpe,  
  Emma Hanley & Grace O’Connell
12 p.m. Will Charbonneau, Eddie Lennon,  
  John Stevenson & Caitlin Vanderberg
5 p.m.  Olivia & Tara Belinsky & 
  Kristen & Nicole LaBruna
  

 

 MASS SCHEDULE
 December 13th & 14th
  (subject to change)

     Saturday, December 13th
  5:00 p.m.  Fr. Allan Sikorski
            
              Sunday,  December 14th
  7:30 a.m.  Fr. Jacob Vattackattu 
  9:00 a.m.  Fr. Allan Sikorski  
10:30 a.m.  Fr. Joe DeGrocco
12:00 p.m.  Fr. Michael Galea
  5:00 p.m.  Msgr. John J. McCann

  

    

Sunday, January 18, 2009

Parish Blood Drive in the
 Marian Room

  9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
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BANNS OF MARRIAGE

THIRD BANNS

Gina Reda - Our Lady of Mount Carmel,
Long Island City, NY

Ed Flood - Holy Child, Richmond Hill, NY


